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Fresno Bee 
Three of the 200 wild burros that the Navy wants to kill watch a visitor to 
the China Lake Naval Weapons Center in California. The HSUS West Coast 
Regional Office is trying to prevent the Navy from using a permit for the 
kill issued by the California Dept. of Agriculture. 
Society Cites Dog Racing Cruelties 
Dog racing is one of the cruelest 
American pastimes, largely because 
of the training methods used, which 
include the chasing and tearing apart 
of live rabbit lures. 
Because legislation to authorize 
dog racing has been considered in 
several states this year, The Humane 
Society of the United States has 
undertaken a major effort to alert 
humanitarians about the evils of the 
so-called sport. 
"Dog racing is nothing more than 
exploitation of animals for profit," 
declared HSUS President john A. 
Hoyt. "The efforts to legalize the ac-
tiVIty in California, Washington, 
Delaware, and the District of Colum-
bia have convinced us that we must 
be vigorous and vocal in our oppo-
sition." 
HSUS's most severe criticism. is 
directed at the use of live rabbits 
as lures in training greyhounds, the 
dogs used in professional racing. 
Although most owners and trainers 
will not admit it, virtually all racing 
dogs are trained with live rabbits. 
In a training event called coursing, 
a jack rabbit is released in an en-
closed field and two or more young, 
hungry greyhounds are released 
to chase it, providing competition 
among the dogs. 
In a recent article on dog racing, 
(Continued on page 4.) 
HSUS Blocks 
Burro Killing 
The Humane Society of the United 
States has succeeded in temporarily 
blocking a plan by the U.S. Navy 
to kill 200 wild burros living on the 
China Lake Naval Weapons Center 
1n California's Mojave Desert. 
State Permission 
The Navy obtained a permit from 
the California Dept. of Agriculture 
to kill the burros because weapons 
center officials believed the vegeta-
tion was not adequate to sustain the 
entire herd, estimated to number 
between 350 and 500. 
But a personal inspection of the 
land by officials of HSUS's new West 
Coast Regional Office in Sacramento 
revealed evidence of healthy, well-
fed animals. West Coast Regional 
Director Herbert N. Martin and Re-
gional Field Representative Mike 
Smith observed lush vegetation 
throughout the area on an April 3 
inspection. 
Requested During Drought 
The Navy had requested permis-
sion to reduce the herd last Novem-
ber, before the end of a three-year 
drought that had reduced the food 
supply drastically. Navy and Cali-
fornia Dept. of Agriculture officials 
predict that the lushness, which re-
sulted from a spring rainy season, 
will be short-lived. As of July, vege-
tation will be sparse again, they 
claim. 
The Humane Society contends that 
the burros, descendants of burros 
used . by miners during the Gold 
Rush, are protected by the Wild 
Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act, 
(Continued on next page.) 
BURROS Continued 
whereas the Navy claims the act 
does not apply to military lands. 
HSUS also believes that plans to 
reduce the burros are covered by 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act, requiring that an environmental 
impact statement be filed before ac-
tion is taken. 
In announcing that the Navy was 
postponing its killing of the burros, 
Deputy Under Sec. of the Navy 
Joseph A. Grimes, Jr., said the action 
"has been held in abeyance to allow 
revision and review of the environ-
mental assessment with regard to 
the improved grazing and consider-
ation of additional alternatives re-
cently suggested." 
Meanwhile, Rep. William White-
hurst (R-Va.) urged the Navy to live-
trap the burros for release on other 
public lands. 
The California Dept. of Agriculture 
has refused, however, to rescind its 
permit. HSUS officials fear that the 
Navy may quietly take advantage of 
the permission before its Aug. 26 
expiration, after public anger has 
subsided. 
Many observers attribute the 
Navy's eagerness to get rid of the 
burros to a desire to see bighorn 
sheep introduced into nearby moun-
tainous areas, with a view toward 
developing the sheep herd until the 
land can be opened for public hunt-
ing of the popular trophy animal. 
Martin learned that the Navy has 
obtained and used permits for killing 
burros at China Lake in several previ-
ous years. The earlier permits al-
lowed the killing of 50 burros in 
1965, 50 in 1966, 100 in 1967, 200 
in 1969, and 50 in 1971. 
The killing was done quietly and 
still would be unknown if word had 
not leaked out to nearby residents, 
he said. 
"In view of federal legislation pro-
tecting wild burros, and the present 
good physical condition of these 
animals, it is difficult to understand 
why the Dept. of Agriculture issued 
a permit for their destruction," 
Martin said. 
HSUS has resolved to do all in its 
power to prevent this needless 
destruction. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
HSUS Chief Investigator Frank J. Mc-
Mahon was photographed with a 
mixed cocker spaniel-poodle puppy 
he purchased from Arcadia Kennels 
near St. Louis in the course of an 
investigation into reports that the 
kennel sold distemper-infected dogs. 
The puppy, named George, died of 
distemper six days later. 
HSUS Annuity Plan 
The HSUS Ammity Pian offers 
a fixed ;umuity, payable for life 
(hat is parltkuiarly beneficial to 
people in upper age brackets. 
Under the plan, the investor. 
transfers a sum to HSUS, the 
major portion of which will be 
used for philanthropic. work. 
~n addition, the donor will re-
ceive quarterly payments of a 
predetermined amount for his 
!Hetime. 
for fmther information, 
write: HSUS ANI'JUHY, -i604 K 
St., f\J.W., Washington, D. C. 
20006. 
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HSUS Helps Close 
St. Louis Kennel 
HSUS Chief Investigator Frank J. 
McMahon was instrumental in clos-
ing a kennel outside St. Louis that 
had sold distemper-infected dogs to 
area residents for many years. 
Arcadia Kennels in Fenton, Mo., 
was ordered closed for 90 days fol-
lowing a hearing in Jefferson County 
Circuit Court. The court also ordered 
that the kennel can be reopened only 
if a veterinarian visits the premises 
twice a week to inspect the facili-
. ties, give necessary medical atten-
tion, and to make sure that each dog 
sold has a certificate signed by a 
veterinarian stating the animal is free 
of distemper. 
The effect of the order, said Mc-
Mahon, is to put the kennel out of 
business permanently. It would be 
next to impossible for kennel own-
ers Roger and Rosemary Balmer to 
afford the required veterinary medi-
cal services, he predicted. 
McMahon visited the kennel last 
October under the guise of seeking 
to buy a dog. He was appalled by 
the small cages, the lack of food and 
water, and the uncleanliness of the 
place. 
To obtain evidence of the ex-
istence of distemper, McMahon 
purchased a mixed cocker spaniel-
poodle puppy, which died of dis-
temper six days later. 
"It's a long time since I've seen 
a kennel in such deplorable shape," 
he said. "It's a Dachau for dogs!" 
McMahon met with Missouri Asst. 
Atty. Gen. William Cole and offered 
to assist in prosecution of the Balm-
ers. He returned to Missouri in late 
April to appear as a prosecution wit-
ness in the case, along with cus-
tomers who had purchased dogs 
that had died of distemper, officials 
of the Animal Protective Assn. of 
St. Louis County, Mo., and repre-
sentatives of the Better Business Bu-
reau, who said they had more com-
plaints on the kennel than any other 
business. 
McMahon testified that distemper 
is highly contagious and extremely 
difficult to control once it has broken 
out in a kennel or shelter. 
Torture Key Feature of Rattlesnake Roundups 
A team of incognito HSUS investigators attended a series of rattlesnake 
roundups this spring and branded them "sideshows of torture and blood-
shed." 
The team, which included a herpetologist who has handled over 100,000 
snakes, was shocked by the activities 
they witnessed in towns throughout 
Texas. 
"The torture was incredible," said 
HSUS wildlife specialist Sue Press-
man, a member of the team. 
"The snakes were stomped, kicked, 
thrown, mashed and butchered 
alive." 
The people who attend the round-
ups are being sold the bill of goods 
that rattlesnake roundups are neces-
sary to control the rattlesnake pop-
ulation in that vicinity, Mrs. Press-
man said. "What they don't know 
is that most of the snakes are caught 
elsewhere and imported to the 
roundups." 
Herpetologist Pat Burchfield, cur-
ator of the Gladys Porter Zoo in 
Brownsville, Texas, said the round-
ups were rampant with activities that 
were injurious to the snakes. Among 
the ones he cited were these: 
@!) The spraying of gasoline in snake 
dens to drive them out, resulting in 
severe irritation to the snakes' lungs, 
often causing pneumonia that leads 
to a slow death. 
The throwing of snakes against 
the sides of wooden holding pens 
where they pile on top of each other 
until the ones on the bottom are 
~ ~-. >/' 
~ 
The climax of a rattlesnake roundup 
is the cutting off of snakes' heads 
with a large knife or machete. Dur-
ing butchering contests, HSUS inves-
tigators observed the tails of several 
snakes being cut off before the 
heads. 
suffocated or crushed to death. 
Ill) The provision of little water, re-
sulting in dehydration. 
~ Improper milking of the snakes, 
often causing obvious injuries to the 
glands and the jaws. 
"Contrary to popular belief, rattle-
snakes have a delicate skeleton and 
muscle structure," Burchfield said. 
"I can only describe the way in 
which they were handled as brutal." 
After enduring the agony of the 
above activities, many of the snakes 
are butchered. Their heads are 
chopped off with a machete, and the 
bodies are strung up to be skinned 
and butchered. During a butchering 
contest at one roundup, investigators 
observed tails sometimes being 
chopped off beforethe heads in the 
contestants' haste to win. 
"It's a scientific fact that snakes 
can feel pain," Mrs. Pressman said. 
"The suffering inflicted at these 
roundups is inexcusable when di-
rected at any living creature." 
The team, which included Gulf 
States Regional Director Douglas M. 
Scott and Field Representative 
Bernard M. Weller, concluded that 
the primary purpose of the events is 
to attract tourists to the community 
and make money. The roundups, 
usually sponsored in Texas by the 
Jaycees, have all the trappings of a 
carnival, as well as dances and 
beauty contests. 
Although the announced purpose 
of the snake milking was often the 
need to provide anti-snake bite 
serum to medical and research facil-
ities, Burchfield said that two pro-
fessional snake farms provide all the 
serum needed in the United States. 
"Somehow or other, people have 
come to think of the rattlesnake as 
a worthless creature to be tortured 
and killed at their whim," Regional 
Director Scott said. "Nothing could 
(Continued on page 7.) 
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During a roundup, rattlesnakes are often thrown against 
t~e sides of a wooden holding pen (left), where they 
p1le on top of each other, often causing the crushing or 
suffocation of snakes on the bottom. HSUS was particu-
larly critical of the participation of children in roundups, 
such as in the butchering (right). Notice the blood on 
the boys' coats. 
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DOG RACING Continued 
Allen Cowan of the St. Petersburg 
(Fla.) Times described coursing this 
way: 
"The unmuzzled greyhounds, who 
track by sight rather than scent, go 
after the rabbit. As the gap narrows 
and the rabbit senses the kill, it begins 
to bleat a terrorized wail as it zigs 
and zags to escape. The dogs, heads 
to the ground, hear the- cry and put 
on a burst of speed. The greyhounds 
get closer, open their jaws wide. In 
an instant it's over, the dogs often 
yanking the mangled rabbit among 
them, snarling over the spoils." 
Cowan quoted a trainer as saying 
that maybe 1 out of 100 rabbits 
escapes. 
Rabbits Used on Track 
After a dog has participated in 
coursing three or four times, he is 
advanced to the schooling track, 
where he chases a live rabbit at-
tached by his back legs to a mechani-
cal lure. 
"The rabbit dangles inches off the 
ground on the gliding lure, its eyes 
bulging, its chest pounding, bleating 
as it watches its killers in pursuit," 
Cowan reported. "As they (the dogs) 
approach the finish line, the lure 
slows and the dogs are allowed to 
catch the rabbit." 
Frequently, the first group of dogs 
doesn't kill the rabbit and it is pulled 
around the track again as fresh dogs 
pursue the helpless, agonizing 
creature. 
Legal Action Taken 
As a result of a letter from HSUS 
Chief Investigator Frank). McMahon 
requesting action on the published 
cruelties, Florida Atty. Gen. Robert 
Shevin requested that the state at-
torney at Ocala, where most of the 
training is conducted, investigate the 
reports. State Atty. Gordon Oldham 
responded by subpoenaing Cowan 
and the photographer who accom-
panied him to discuss their ob-
servations. 
Following an official opinion from 
Shevin that rabbits qualify as "ani-
mals" under state law, Oldham said 
he would seek either an injunction 
to prohibit the use of live rabbits in 
As greyhounds are returned to their pens following a coursing session, the 
remains of live rabbit lures are disposed of. A Florida trainer estimated that 
1 in 100 rabbits escapes. 
training or a charge of cruelty to 
animals under the state's anti-
cruelty statute. 
Another aspect of dog racing that 
offends animal lovers is the neces-
sity to kill all dogs that do not prove 
themselves winners.· In Florida, 
where dog racing is most popular, an 
estimated 1,000 greyhounds are 
killed every year for this reason. 
"If a racing greyhound can't run, 
he can't live," said HSUS's Guy R. 
Hodge. "Animals that are poor per-
formers are banned from tracks and 
destroyed." 
Because racing dogs are trained to 
chase anything that moves, they 
can't possibly be converted to pets. 
They will kill smaller animals and 
bite everything in sight, including 
people. 
Approximately 50% of the grey-
4 
hounds bred for racing are killed 
before they ever see a track because 
they fail to demonstrate competitive 
characteristics. Dogs that become 
successful contenders are killed after 
three- or four-year careers if they're 
not suitable for breeding. 
Although private veterinarians and 
local humane societies in the vicinity 
of training farms report a high vol-
ume of greyhound euthanasia, HSUS 
suspects some breeders and trainers 
kill the animals themselves to save 
veterinary fees and to avoid chastise-
ment by shelter personnel. 
Besides Florida, Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Texas are popular areas for 
breeding and training greyhounds 
because of weak state anti-cruelty 
laws. 
Earlier this year, HSUS was i[lstru-
(Continued on next page.) 




The Humane Society 
of the United States 
October 18-21 
The Atlanta American Motor Hotel 
Spring Street at Carnegie Way 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Addresses, Forums, and Workshops 
Conducted by Experts 
on 
..,.. Animal Control Programs 
..,.. Wildlife ..,.. Legislation 
..,.. Investigation Procedures 
..,.. Rodeos 
..,.. Fund Raising ..,.. Humane Education 
..,.. Animals in Biomedical Research ..,.. Animals in School Projects 
..,.. Euthanasia Methods 
Roger Tory Peterson Ashley Montagu The Hon. Nathaniel P. Reed 
The Program 









Miss Amanda Blake 
Miss Kitty of "Gunsmoke," HSUS Direc-
tor 
Film Presentation and Lecture 
"Wild Africa Today" 
Roger Tory Peterson 
Ornithologist, author of many books on 
birds, illustrator of books and magazines 
Reception for Conference 
Participants 
Friday, October 19 
9:00 a.m. Opening Session 
Amy Freeman Lee, Litt.D., Program 
Chairman 
Authqr, artist, lecturer, HSUS Director 
9:30 a.m. Keynote Address 
"Of Man, Animals, and Morals" 
Ashley Montagu, Ph.D. 
Anthropologist, social biologist, author, 
editor 
1 0:45 a.m. Forum: Wildlife 
The Hon. Nathaniel P. Reed 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife 
and Parks, U.S. Department of the 
Interior 
Roger Caras 
Naturalist, author, radio-TV personality, 
HSUS Vice President 
Panel Reaction 
James L. Naviaux, D.V.M. 
Director, National Wildlife Health Foun-
dation 
N. R. Jotham, Vice President, Canadian 
Association for Humane Trapping 
Sue Pressman, HSUS Wildlife Specialist 
2:00 p.m. Workshops 
Animal Control Programs 
Phyllis Wright, HSUS Specialist in Animal 
Control Programs 
Rodeos 
Frank McMahon, HSUS Chief Inves-
tigator 
Fund Raising and Community Relation-
ships for Local Societies 
Jacques V. Sichel, HSUS Director 
Society and Shelter Records 
Herbert N. Martin, Director, HSUS West 
Coast Regional Office 
3:45 p.m. Workshops 
Investigation Procedures 
Frantz Dantzler, Director, HSUS Rocky 
Mountain Regional Office 
Use of Animals in Classrooms and Sci-
ence Fairs 
F. Barbara Orlans, Coordinator, HSUS 
Special Study Committee on the Use of 
Animals in Biomedical Research and 
Testing 
The Legislative Process 
Murdaugh Stuart Madden, HSUS 
General Counsel 
Euthanasia Methods 
Robert C. Bay, D.V.M., HSUS Staff 
Veterinarian 
Summer 1973 
e s of the HSUS New · England Region 
Dommers Receives 
Connecticut Award 
John J. Dommers, director of edu-
cation of the HSUS New England Re-
gional Office, received one of Con-
necticut's first Environmental Awards 
from Gov. Thomas Meskill. 
The award was presented for 
"significant contributions to the im-
provement of the state's environ-
ment." 
The citation read in part, "Many 
individual citizens have been in-
volved in environmental education 
for several years. Without extensive 
physical and financial resources, 
these teachers have made a signifi-
cant impact on the children of our 
state. One of these teachers is John 
Dommers of Madison. He has done 
extensive work with children in our 
state by developing environmental 
programs which have received na-
tional recognition." 
Dommers said the nature educa-
tion programs he developed while 
with the Madison school system 
were built around a nucleus of hu-
mane education, which he defines 
as "helping children develop sym-
pathe.tic and protective attitudes 
toward wildlife through direct expe-
rience involvement activities.'' 
.·/~· 
HSUS's John Dommers (right), direc-
tor of education for the New Eng-
land Region, recently received one · 
of Connecticut's first Environmental 
Awards from Gov. Thomas Meskill. 
In the Legislatures 
Connecticut 
Environmental Education-bills 
are being enacted r.equiring that en-
vironmental education be incorpo-
rated in elementary and secondary 
school curricula. HSUS .has . been 
assured that the humane ethic will 
be included in such education .. 
Hunting-bills to legalize Sunday 
hunting, hunting with primitive 
weapons, and bounties on raccoons 
have been defeated. 
Dog Racing-legalized by the Con-
(Continued on next page.) 
HSUS Norma Terris Humane Education and Nature Center 
HSUS Office Opens 
In Nature Center 
The HSUS Norma Terris Humane 
Education and Nature Center near 
East Haddam, Conn., is completed 
and in use. 
The Center is serving as head-
quarters for the HSUS New England 
Regional Office, as well as a meeting 
place for workshops, regional meet-
ings, and other humanitarian func-
tions. It houses a humane education 
resource library, a special projects 
area, and an al!imal artifacts museum. 
A wildlife sanctuary with. nature 
trails· and a pet cemetery will be 
located on the 30 acres. 
The Center will be formally dedi-
cated on Sept. 21. 
A featured speaker at the dedica-
tion ceremonies will be HSUS Presi-
dent John A. Hoyt. Other speakers 
will include Connecticut state offi-
Living Memorials 
The new HSUS Norma Terris Humane 
Education and Nature Center offers an 
ideal opportunity for humanitarians to 
memorialize deceased friends, rela-
tives, or pets in a manner that will 
serve •animal welfare on an ongoing 
basis. Write for MEMORIAL INFOR-
MATION, Box 98, East Haddam, Ct. 
06423. 
cials, representatives of New England 
animal welfare, ecological, and con-
servation groups, and stage and 
screen star Norma Terris, who do-
nated the land for the Center. 
A balloon ascension and buffet 
luncheon are also scheduled on 
dedication day. 
HSUS members and friends are 
invited to visit the Center at any 
time. Motel accommodations are 
available near the Center, which is 
located between Interstate Hwys. 91 
and 95. 
The HSUS New England Re-
gional Office has a new phone 
number. It is (203) 434-8666. 
HSUS Spurs Zoo Improvements 
Pressure from HSUS has resulted 
in a proposal by the mayor of Spring-
field, Mass., to make $2 million 
worth of improvements in Spring-
field's Forest Park Zoo. 
HSUS investigators threatened 
this 'spring to charge Mayor William 
C. Sullivan with cruelty to animals 
unless he took immediate and dras-
tic action to correct unsatisfactory 
conditions at the zoo. 
A few weeks later, Sullivan pro-
posed that the city provide $1 mil-
lion for improvements if the Forest 
Park Zoological Society can provide 
an equal amount. 
One of the zoo's most serious 
problems has been the existence of 
a bovine strain of tuberculosis among 
the hoof stock. The strain was dis-
covered after a Barbary sheep died 
from tuberculosis last january. 
HSUS wildlife speci.:i'list Sue Press-
man blamed the zoo's problems on 
the apathy of municipal officials and 
Springfield residents, who had failed 
LEGISLATION Continued 
necticut legislature and signed into 
law, in spite of protests from hu-
manitarians. 
Maine 
School Experiment;;J.tion-a bill to 
permit the vivisection of animals in 
secondary schools was defeated. 
HSUS New England Regional Direc-
tor james C. Shaw appeared by invi-
to demonstrate the concern and fi-
nancial support necessary to trans-
form the zoo into a viable animal 
exhibition. 
Mrs. Pressman visited the zoo at 
the request of John Dommers, edu-
cation director of the HSUS New 
England Region, who found little im-
provement in conditions on several 
successive trips. She agreed with 
Dommers that the zoo is in flagrant 
violation of the Animal Welfare Act 
of 1970, which established standards 
and a licensing system for zoos. The 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture's veteri-
narian charged with enforcing the 
law in Massachusetts refused to is-
sue Forest Park Zoo a license and 
recommended to his superiors in 
Washington that it be charged with 
violating the act. 
HSUS believes the first objective 
of any zoo must be to educate peo-
ple about the habits and traits of 
animals. 
tation before the legislature's Edu-
cation Committee to present HSUS's 
opposition to such activity. 
Bounties-a bill to place a bounty 
on the Northeastern coyote was 
defeated. 
Hunting-a bill to permit hunting 
of moose was defeated. 
Rhode is~and 
Dog Racing-bills have been 1n-
"We Must Unite" 
In a series of speeches to humane 
groups throughout New England, 
Rear Admiral james C. Shaw, HSUS 
New England regional director, has 
urged humanitarians, regardless of 
their specialized interests, to open 
ranks to all humane-minded people, 
whether or not they share that spe-
cialized interest. 
"We all know that humanitarians 
are of an independent nature and 
frequently dedicated to 'doing their 
own thing,'" Shaw said. "However, 
if our goals are to be achieved, we 
must unite." 
Shaw urged his audiences to do 
whatever suits their individual tem-
peraments and capabilities but to 
work with and have tolerance for 
humanitarians whose background 
and means of action are different. 
Shaw said HSUS is an ideal forum 
and vehicle for all . humanitarians, 
because it embraces literally all fac-
ets of the humane movement. 
traduced to legalize it, and HSUS 
believes they can be defeated only 
if all animal welfare, conservationist, 
community preservation, and anti-
gambling groups work together. 
New England in General 
Several states are exploring means 
of establishing a veterinary medical 
school in New England. Connecticut 
has appropriated money for a study 
of feasibility. 
CENTER FACILITIES-Features of the new HSUS Center 
in Connecticut include a humane education resource 
library (left) and two meeting rooms, such as the one 
at right. 
Roger Caras Amanda Blake Christine Stevens 
Harry C. Rowsell, D.V.M., D.V.P.H., Ph.D., 
Permanent Secretary, Canadian Council 
on Animal Care 
8:00 p.m. Film Presentations 
"Why Protect Animals?" award winning 
documentary of HSUS 
Segment on Pet Population Explosion 
from CBS's "60 Minutes," featuring 
HSUS 
And Others 
Saturday, October 20 
9:15 a.m. Annual Membership Meeting 
1 0:30 a.m. Forums 
Humane Education 
Stuart R. Westerlund, Ph.D., HSUS Direc-
tor of Education Development, former 
Chairman, Department of Graduate 
Studies in Education, University of Tulsa 
John J. Dommers, Director of Education, 
HSUS New England Region 
Dale Hylton, Director, HSUS Youth 
Activities Division 
Eileen Whitlock, Assistant Director, 
HSUS Education Development 
An Effective Animal Control Program 
An Effective Animal Control 
Program 
Robert I. Rush, General Manager, Los 
Angeles Department of Animal Regula-
tion, which administers the nation's first 
municipal spay and neuter clinic pro-
gram 
Panel Reaction 
Tom I. Hughes, General Manager, 
Ontario Humane Society 
Phyllis Wright, HSUS specialist in animal 
control programs 
Mel L. Morse, Executive Vice President, 
HSUS West Coast National Office 
2:00 p.m. Forum: Animals in Biomedical 
Research 
Harry C. Rowsell, D.V.M., D.V.P.H., Ph.D. 
Permanent Secretary, Canadian Council 
on Animal Care, former professor, 
Robert I. Rush Amy Freeman Lee Harry C. Rowsell 
Department of Physiological Sciences, 
Ottawa Veterinary College 
Christine Stevens 
President, Animal Welfare Institute; Sec-
retary, Society for Animal Protective 
Legislation 
Panel Reaction 
F. L. Thomsen, Ph.D., President, Humane 
Information Services 
F. Barbara Orlans, Ph.D., Coordinator, 
HSUS Special Study Committee on the 
Use of Animals in Biomedical Research 
and Testing 
3:45 p.m. Workshops 
Animal Control Programs 
Phyllis Wright 
Animals in Biomedical Research 
Robert C. Bay, D.V.M.; Harry C. Rowsell, 
D.V.M., D.V.P.H., Ph.D. 
Investigation Procedures 
Frantz Dantzler 
Fund Raising and Community Relation-
ships 
Jacques V. Sichel 
6:30p.m. Reception for Members and 
Guests 
7:30 p.m. Annual Awards Banquet 
Presentation of the Joseph Wood Krutch 
Medal to Roger Tory Peterson 
Coleman Burke, Chairman, HSUS Board 
of Directors, Toastmaster 
Sunday, October 21 
9:15 a.m. Resolutions Committee Report 
12:00 noon Adjournment of Annual Confer· 
ence 
Learn from Authorities 
This is your once-a-year opportunity to learn of the latest developments in many areas of animal welfare and 
protection from foremost authorities. Whether you work for the benefit of animals through a local society 
or individually, the 1973 HSUS Annual Conference will be invaluable to you. 
Humane Education Workshop 
An additional feature of this year's conference will be a one-day humane education workshop, scheduled for 
9:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 18, before official opening of the conference. The workshop 
will include discussion and examination of new materials and techniques being developed by HSUS education 
officials. If you are interested in attending, check the blank at the bottom of the registration coupon to obtain 
additional information. 
Make Your Reservations Today 
Fill in the coupon below and mail it today. The $30 registration fee includes two buffet luncheons (vegetarian 
food included) and the Annual Awards Banquet. The hotel will bill you for your room when you check out. 
Registration for 1973 HSUS Annual Conference 
Mail to: HSUS, 1604 K St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 
Please register _____ persons in the following name for the 1973 HSUS Annual Conference. 
(Name) (Address) 
(City) (State) (Zip) 
I enclose a check for $ @ $30 per person. (Registration fee includes two luncheons, Saturday banquet.) 
(Make check payable to HSUS) 
Note: Atlanta area residents may register for $5, which excludes luncheons and banquet. 
Please reserve ____ single rooms@ $21.00 _____ double rooms@ $24.00 at the Atlanta American Motor Hotel. 
Note: Hotel bills are to be paid to hotel upon check-out. 
I plan to share my room with -----c---------------
(Name of anyone registering separately) 
Date of arrival------~------- Date of departure _____________ _ 
___ Please send me information on thP. humanP. P.rlltr.:=~tinn wnrk<>hnn 
J< 
St. Petersburg Times 
In a training event for racing dogs called coursing, a jack 
rabbit is released on a closed field (left) and two dogs 
are sent in pursuit. At right, the winning dog sinks his 
teeth into the rabbit as the other dog closes in to fight 
for the prey. 
Soring Law Loopholes 
HSUS's pessimism about enforce-
ment of the law prohibiting soring 
of Tennessee walking horses was at 
least temporarily allayed by a recent 
Senate lllqlllry into enforcement 
pro b I e Ills. 
An oversight hearing, which is 
conducted when a law seems in-
effective, was held on the Horse 
Protection Act in May by the Envir-
onment Subcommittee of the Senate 
Commerce Committee, Sen. john 
V. Tunney (D-Calif.), chairman. 
As a result of information ob-
tained at the hearing, Sens. Warren 
Magnuson (D-Wash.) and Tunney 
have introduced amendments aimed 
at strengthening the law. 
Soring is the use of chemicals, 
chains, tacks, or any other materials 
or actions that cause pain in order 
to affect the horse's gait. 
HSUS Chief Investigator Frank j. 
McMahon told the subcommittee 
that HSUS continues to receive corn-
plaints about flagrant soring of Ten-
nessee walking horses, in spite of 
the fact that regulations for enforc-
ing the law have been in effect since 
February 1972. 
McMahon criticized inspection 
procedures of agents for the U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) which 
is responsible for enforcement of the 
law. He reported that at one horse 
show he observed trainers using 
illegal devices on horses while they 
were in the warrn-up ring in clear 
view of the public without being 
blocked from participating Ill the 
show by USDA inspectors. 
"I also cannot understand how 
USDA officials could fail to notice 
that boots were being removed and 
switched when this action took 
place directly in front of the inspec-
tion tent," he said. 
A spokesman for the U.S. Dept. 
of justice- told the subcommittee 
that USDA had referred 23 cases to 
them for prosecution between Feb-
ruary 1972 and May 1973. Several 
of the cases were dropped by U.S. 
attorneys because they believed 
there was not sufficient evidence to 
convict, he said. 
A follow-u·p check by HSUS in 
June uncovered the fact that there 
have been no major convictions out 
of the 23 cases. The total effort of 
USDA enforcement after 16 months 
has been the fining in june of a Ken-
tucky horsewoman in the amount of 
$250 for obstructing and irnpeding 
a government inspector at a horse 
show. At the same time, the woman 
was acquitted by a jury in Bowling 
Green, l<y., on charges of sming. 
A Missouri man was acquitted in 
May in Peoria, Ill., of charges of sor-
ing that had been initiated by USDA. 
"At the present time our enforce-
ment experience under the Horse 
Protection Act is inadequate to per-
mit a meaningful appraisal of the 
Act's effectiveness," B. Frank Taylor 
of the Dept. of justice told the Tun-
ney subcommittee. 
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DOG RACING Continued 
mental in getting Rep. Kenneth J. 
Gray (D-ill.) to withdraw a bill that 
would have legalized dog racing in 
the District of Columbia in order to 
permit the activity at Robert F. Ken-
nedy Stadium. Gray at first said he 
believed the value of raising money 
for paying off the stadium debt out-
weighed the drawbacks pointed out 
by HSUS. 
HSUS urges all humanitarians to 
be alert for attempts to legalize dog 
racing in their states and to request 
expert assistance frorn HSUS if the 
attempt is made. 
Vocational Information 
HSUS has compiled a bib-
liography of books and pamph-
lets about career opportunities 
in conservation, ecology, and 
humane work. Copies are avail-
able from HSUS headquarters 
at 101' each. Request CAREERS 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
Film About HSUS 
"Why Protect Animals?" is a new 
14 1h -minute film about the activities 
of HSUS that is now available to lo-
cal societies and individuals. 
The 16mm color, sound filrn won 
a filrn industry award for excellence. 
It is particularly recommended for 
local society meetings and for public 
service showing on TV. 
Rental fm group showings is $5. 
Free prints will be made available 
to any interested TV station. 
nimals in School Projects 
The Humane Society of the United 
States has issued guidelines to re-
strict the use of animals in elemen-
tary and secondary school experi-
ments and distr.ibuted them to the 
9,000 members of the National Assn. 
of Biology Teachers. 
The guidelines include the follow-
ing recommendations: 
8 No experiment shall be per-
formed on any warm-blooded animal 
that might cause it pain, suffering, 
discomfort, or otherwise interfere 
with its normal health. 
8 No surgery shall be performed on 
any living vertebrate. 
8 In biological experiments involv-
ing living organisms, species such as 
plants, bacteria, fungi, protozoa, 
worms, snails, or insects should be 
used wherever possible. 
~ No experiment shall be per-
formed on a vertebrate animal that 
might cause disease or other injuri-
ous reaction in either man or animal. 
Ill A competent science teacher 
must supervise and give prior ap-
proval to plans for observation of 
animals. 
~ Vertebrate studies shall be con-
cluded only where proper supervi-
sion is available (such as in a school 
or a research institution), not in stu-
dents' homes. 
Guideline 12 expresses The Hu-
mane Society's goal for all use of 
animals in school projects: "Respect 
for life shall be accorded to all ani-
mals, creatures, and organisms that 
are kept for educational purposes." 
"These principles are by far the 
best ones available in the United 
States," said Barbara Orlans, Ph.D., 
coordinator of the HSUS Special 
Study Committee on the Use of 
Animals in Biomedical Research and 
Testing, which drafted the guide-
lines. The guidelines were approved 
by the HSUS Veterinary Advisory 
Committee, Robert C. Bay, D.V.M., 
chairman. 
Many of the recipients of the 
guidelines have requested additional 
copies, often to distribute through-
out an entire school system. A di-
rector of science education in Mich-
igan wrote HSUS that he thought 
every school should have a copy 
of the guidelines. "There is· an urgent 
need for these in our schools," he 
said. 
The HSUS biomedical research 
committee has also compiled a list 
of 30 recommended biology project 
books for elementary and secondary 
classes. The books that were rejected 
included several that advocate ama-
teur animal surgery, as well as one 
that suggested placing pregnant ani-
mals in a refrigerator to see how 
many would be born dead or de-
formed and one that directed the 
use of lethal doses of radiation on 
animals. 
(Copies of both the guidelines and 
the book list may be obtained free of 
charge from HSUS headquarters.) 
HSUS hopes its guidelines will give 
nationwide direction to school sys-
tems for the use of animals in class-
rooms, as well as in science fairs and 
other extra-curricular science com-
petition. Blatant animal abuse has 
been the rule rather than the excep-
tion in youngsters' extracurricular 
projects. Despite repeated, forceful, 
and constructive protests, the Inter-
national Science and Engineering 
Fair, which is the largest and most 
dominant science fair, continues to 
reward cruel animal experimentation 
conducted by juveniles, Dr. Orlans 
said. 
Typical of these inhumane proj-
ects is one exhibited this spring in 
which a 17-year-old Trenton, N.J., 
boy subjected pregnant animals to 
refrigeration to learn the effects it 
would have on the mother and 
babies. Eight bottles of dead mice 
that had not survived this treatment 
were featured in the youth's exhibit. 
The youth won the right to ex-
hibit at the 1973 international fair, 
in San Diego in May, by winning the 
Greater Trenton Science Fair, which 
was sponsored by the Trenton 
Times and the Engineers Club of 
Trenton. 
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The International Science and En-
gineering Fair (ISEF) is conducted 
annually by Science Setvice, a Wash-
ington, D. C., organization and is 
open to winners of affiliated state 
and local fairs. Taxpayers support 
ISEF because at least six federal gov-
ernment agencies are involved in 
providing prizes. Students compete 
in these competitions largely for 
prestige and the prospect of win-
ning substantial monetary awards. 
HSUS staff member Guy R. Hodge 
attended the San Diego fair held in 
May, and observed niany exhibits 
that involved cruelty to animals. 
Among them were: 
8 Brain surgery on live rabbits. 
• Subjecting live mice, which were 
harnessed together in pairs, to elec-
tric shock every minute for 24 hours, 
which produced ulcers, muscle dam-
age, and loss of weight, as a means 
of showing the results of psychologi-
cal stress. 
~ Skin grafts on live rabbits and 
mice. 
e Administration of lead and mer-
cury to live mice to study symptoms 
of poisoning. 
~ Subjection of mice to constant 
noises, followed by killing and dis-
section that showed that loud noises 
cause mice to have hypertension. 
"Under no circumstances, should 
projects that cause suffering or slow 
death to sensitive animals be con-
ducted by elementary or secondary 
school children," Dr. Orlans said. 
"Such activities are educationally 
unsound." 
Dr. Orlans said there are many 
worthwhile animal studies that do 
not involve harming the animals in 
any way, which should be encour-
aged in place of the sensational and 
often unscientific projects that in-
volve animal abuse. 
"If science fairs adopted HSUS 
guidelines and took proper steps 
to enforce them, most of the cur-




HSUS considers the following bills of interest 
ancl merit in meeting most aspects of the 
problems at which they are clirectecl. 
Traps 
S. 1637, Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) 
and H.R. 8065, Rep. Glenn M. Ander-
son (D-Calif.)-to require the Secre-
tary of the Interior to prohibit the 
use on public lands of any trap, net, 
snare, or other device that does not 
painlessly capture or immediately 
kill its victim; to prohibit the manu-
facture, sale, or transportation in 
interstate or foreign commerce of 
any trap that does not painlessly cap-
ture or immediately kill its victim. 
Senate Committee on Commerce, 
House Committee on Merchant Ma-
rine and Fisheries. 
This bill was co-drafted by HSUS 
and Friends of the Earth. Sen. Bayh's 
introductory remarks were taken di-
rectly from the written testimony 
given by HSUS Legislative Director 
Guy Hodge before the Indiana State 
Senate in February. S. 1637 has the 
highest priority among all the animal 
welfare measures expected to be 
brought befor·e the 93rd Congress. 
ima~s in Air Tw£msit 
S. 399, Weicker (R-Conn.) and H.R. 
1264, Whitehurst (R-Va.)-to extend 
provisions of the Animal Welfare 
Act to cover common carriers and 
airports and terminal facilities. 
Sena(e Committee on Commerce, 
House Committee on Agriculture. 
S. 1777, Sen. Richard Schweiker (R-
Pa.) and H.R. 7787, William S. 
Broomfield (R-Mich.)-similar bills 
to amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to prohibit the sale for hu-
man consumption of meat from 
horses, mules, and other equines. 
Senate Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry, House Committee on 
Agriculture. 
Spay Posters 
"A Trip to the Spay Clinic 
Changed My Life'' is the heading 
for new full-color posters printed 
by HSUS to promote spaying of 
pets. The posters are appropriate 
for schools, club houses, stores, 
public, buildings, shelters, or homes. 
Specify cat or dog. $1 each. 
Endangered Species 
S. 1592, Sen. Warren Magnuson 
(D-Wash.)-to amend the Endan-
gered Species Conservation Act to 
provide for the conservation of spe-
cies and subspecies of fish and wild-
life that are threatened with extinc-
tion or likely within the foreseeable 
future to become threatened with 
extinction; and to extend the pro-
tection afforded endangered species 
native to the United States. 
!Rental Housing 
H.R. 4345, Rep. Mario Biaggi (D-
N.Y.)-to prohibit federal assistance 
to rental housing projects in which 
tenants are not allowed to have dogs 
or to local governments that do not 
permit clogs in rental housing. 
House Committee on Biml<intJ and 
Currency. '' 
imai Tnlinspori: 
S. 1706, Sen. Henry Bellmon (R-
Okla.)-to authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to conduct a program of 
research into the substantial losses 
of animals sustained through disease 
and injury while such animals are be-
ing transported to market and for 
other purposes. 
Convention between the United 
States and Japan for the protection 
of migratory birds and birds in 
danger of extinction. 
Ratified by the Senate on Mar-ch 
27, 1973. 
H.R. 8055, Bill Gunter (D-Fia.)-
to prohibit importation of meat or 
meat products slaughtered or han-
dled inhumanely. 
House Agriculture Committee. 
SNAKES Continued 
be further from the truth, since the 
rattlesnake plays an important role 
in the ecosystem of the country, 
especially the Southwest." 
Rattlesnakes prey on rodents, 
among other animals, helping to keep 
them under control, Scott pointed 
out. 
The investigating team was ap-
palled at the distorted information 
disseminated during the rol:lndups, 
the most frequently repeated state-
ment being that rattlesnakes have 
no purpose. Burchfield said some 
of the informatio.n on snakes' traits 
was based more upon old wives tales 
than fact. 
"I have heard as much misinfor-
mation as facts about the natural 
history of the snake at these affair·s," 
Burchfield said. He was particularly 
critical of the way roundup person-
nel came in contact with the snakes 
to demonstrate their bravery. One 
man laid on the ground to be cov-
ered with snakes, while another one 
walked barefoot through the snake 
pen. 
"They have such a wonderful op-
portunity to educate the public 
about the real value and danger of 
the rattlesnake," he said. "But in-
stead they lead observers to believe 
that they are harmless." 
Children participated in all events 
but were given special attention in 
Pmt:.:e~h:e :~~!~:!on -=-l 
rattlesnakes in Texas communi-
ties by writing Gov. Dolph Bris- I 
coe, State Capitol, Austin, Texas I 
78711,andtheJayceesgroup in 
·--~0~-~~~~~ni~:__~---~---- ---· J 
leaming butchering. Such exposure 
can only distort a child's view of 
the value of other living creatures, 
investigatms concluded. 
"Since rattlesnake roundups are 
so deeply ingrained itl the tradition 
of some communities, we have a 
tremendous job of re-education 
ahead of us," Scott said. "The atti-
tude toward other forms of life dem-
onstrated in rattlesnake roundups 
rs a long way from HSUS's philos-
ophy of respect for all life." 
Acquitted 
The owner of a pasture near 
Laramie, Wyo., where 20 riding 
stable horses died of starvation last 
winter (see April News), was ac-
quitted on a charge of cruelty to ani-
mals by a Laramie jury. 
"Incredibly, much of the evidence 
gathered by the investigators was not 
used in the trial," said Frantz Dantz-
ler, director of the Rocky Mountain 
Regional Office, which handled the 
investigation for HSUS. "It appears 
that it is legal to starve horses in 
Wyoming." 
HSUS's complaint was based on 
the autopsy report of two of the 
horses, which indicated they had 
died of starvation. 
News of The Humane Society of the 
United States is published six times a 
year. HSUS headquarters is at 1604 K 
St., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20006. 
Coleman Burke 
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Karl Nordling, Editor 
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VACATION EIIDING? 
.llliANDONl'vlENT OF .J.\NThiL!\18 IS AGAINST TH'E LAW. IF 
YOU l\11UST DESERT YOUR PET. GJtLL YOUH DOG 'WAB.DEl\J 
OR .ANIMJ.U. SHElTER. 
PREVENT ABANDONMENT-If you live in a resort community, make sure 
your local humane society conducts a community education campaign to 
prevent abandonment of summer-only pets. College communities have 
the same problem in early summer. Mrs. Barbara Posener of Amagansett, 
N.Y., had this sign printed and posted it throughout the vicinity last summer. 
HSUS on CBS, NBC TV Shows 
HSUS has been featured on two 
network TV programs recently. 
A segment of CBS's "60 Minutes" 
explored the problems of the pet 
population explosion, featuring an 
intet·view of HSUS President john A. 
Hoyt by Mike Wallace. 
Hoyt was interviewed on NBC's 
"Today" show about the problems 
of shipping animals by air. 
NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Washington, D. C. 
PERMIT NO. 42828 
